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by Pr. Tom Grevlos  
This summer, Jeanne and I spent five days of hiking 

amongst the beautiful Aspens and majestic Evergreen 

trees of Colorado. At 7500-10,000 feet of elevation the air 

was and clear and thin! Our stops to catch our breath were 

a little more frequent and a plentiful consumption of water 

necessary. Our hiking journeys were a wonderful mix of 

hard work, perseverance, resting, and observing. I believe 

these are words that connect well with our life and faith 

journey ! 

Hard Work: While Jesus never said, òI beg your pardon, I 

never promised you a rose garden,ó he could have! Taking 

up the cross to follow Jesus is not easy. We have become 

such rabid consumers of convenience that commitment 

has become a ôdirtyõ word. I believe it is not healthy for 

Shepherd of the Hills, or for any faith community, to be a 

òlow expectationó church. It is hard work to be faithful and 

move from òWhatõs in it for me?ó to òHow can I best serve 

and glorify God?ó 

Perseverance: On our hike in the mountains, it would have 

been easy to give up the climb especially when you look 

up and all you see is the long incline ahead. But you put 

one foot in front of the next and keep on keeping on. It is 

hard work, but there is exhilaration in both the journey 

and accomplishment in making it to the top! The hiking 

lesson of perseverance is one of the most overlooked 

lessons of our faith journey. 

Resting: Coming from the elevation of Austin to the 

altitude of Colorado was a major challenge. It took a few 

days to acclimate so, when hiking, we had to stop and rest 

with more regularity. When we would rest I could feel my 

heart rate elevated but I felt alive! In our hurried lives 

where the demands of children, school, work, and 

activities can swallow us, the hiking lesson of rest is one 

Life Lessons  

              from Hiking  

to pay attention to. Jesus frequently made it his 

discipline to find rest. For it is in our rest that we stop, 

feel our heart-beat, and recognize that we are alive! 

This is what replenishes our soul and re-energizes us for 

the journey. 

Observing: When we would stop to rest we would be 

filled with the awe and wonder of what was all around 

us! The wild flowers, the leaves of the Aspens 

glistening, the colors, all brought a connectedness to 

being a part of Godõs creation. When you are hiking 

uphill or downhill, it is easy to miss the beauty because 

you are watching your feet to avoid falling. Perhaps it is 

why the hiking lesson of stopping to observe is so 

important. In the journey of our life, as we put one foot 

in front of the next, it is important to stop and observe 

the beauty of Godõs world. In doing so, we stay 

connected to the sacred. 

Water: You learn quickly that you either drink more 

water than you think you need or you get a big 

headache! I recommend water over Advil. As we did the 

hard work of hiking, to ward off light-headedness and 

headaches, the discipline of drinking water was 

essential to our well-being. On our journey of life and 

faith, the discipline of drinking the òLiving Wateró that 

Jesus offers is essential to our spiritual well-being! 

As we journey in to our new ministry year, I encourage 

you to take time to read through this Fall Connections. 

And, I urge you to participate on this hike! May Godõs 

Spirit give us the courage and strength to climb the 

mountains, and soak in the beauty of Godõs world. 
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SEPTEMBER  

ñWalk Across the Room: 

Unleashing the Spirit of Invitationò 

 

September 17  Back to Church Sunday  

     Scriptures:  Romans 12:1-8        Luke 13:10-17 

           

September 24  Special Outdoor Worship Celebration 

   Dedication of Shepherd Garden 

      Scriptures:  Romans 12:9-21     John 3:16-17 

 

OCTOBER  

ñReformation Today: 

Unleashing the Spirit of ReforMissionò 

 

October 1  Campus Mission Renewal Forum  

   New Member Class  

   Ignite! Discipleship Group Formation 

      Scriptures:  Genesis 12:1-3 Jonah 1:4-10 Acts 1:6-8 

              

October 8  Mission Emphasis  

   Ignite! Sign-Ups 

      Scriptures:  Colossians 3:1-11 John 21:15-19 

              

October 15  Each One - Reach One Invitation  

   Ignite! Small Group Launch 

  Scriptures:  Hebrews 13:1-8,15-16  Matthew 25:31-40 

              

October 22  All Church ServeéONE WORSHIP 

   Mission Kits for Hurricane Harvey  

      Scriptures: John 12:1-3    John 13:1-5 

              

October 29  500 Years...Reformation Festival  

   Reformation Potluck Lunch 

      Scriptures:  Duet. 30:1-5,19-20    Joshua 24:14-15    

NOVEMBER  

ñDiscovering the Good Life: 

Unleashing the Spirit of Generosityò 

 

November 5  òRe-Framing the Good Lifeó 

   New Member Class 

   Power of Legacy, All Saints Day Worship 

 Scriptures: Hebrews 11     Luke 12:13-21 

          

November 12  òMoney and the Good Lifeó 

   Honoring Veterans  

   Stewardship Participation 

       Scriptures: Acts 2:42-47  II Corinthians 5:16-21           

   Luke 16:19-31 

          

November 19  òSuccess and the Good Lifeó 

   Stewardship Participation 

   Annual Mtg Part I - Vote on Construction 

      Scriptures: I Cor. 13:1-13   Luke 19:1-11 

          

November 22 (Wed)  òThe Source of the Good Lifeó 

   Thanksgiving Eve Worship  

   In-Gathering of Food 

 

November 26  òJesus is Lord!ó  

   Christ the King Sunday, Festival Worship 

         Scriptures: Philippians 2:5-11       John 18:28-37 

 

 

 

 

Please pray as we continue the call 

process for an Associate Pastor! 
 

 

 

Worship with us 

Sunday  
8:15 a.m. |  10:45 a.m.  



 

5 

DECEMBER  

ñGood Giftsò            

December 3 First Sunday in Advent  

    Advent Fair 

 

December 8-10 Family Advent Retreat  

 

December 10 Second Sunday in Advent  

 

December 17 Third Sunday in Advent  

 

December 24  Fourth Sunday in Advent  

   One Worship 10:00 a.m. 

 

December 24  Christmas Eve Worship  

   4:00, 6:00, 8:00 and 11:00 p.m.  

 

December 31  Sunday  Worship  

   One Worship 10:00 a.m. 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL  
9:30 -10:30 a.m. 
  

ADULTS A study of the Gospel of Luke. In the 

   Library.  

For more information Don Cadenhead, 512-705-1528.  

   

CHILDREN Mommy/Daddy and Me (1õs and 2õs): 

    in the Church Nursery. 

    3õs and 4õs: Preschool Room A 

    PreK and K : Preschool Room B 

    1st and 2 nd Grade: Education Wing, Rm 101 

   3rd and 4 th  Grade: Upstairs, Crossroads Rm 

For more information, contact Jeanne Grevlos, 

director@shephills.org.  

   

YOUTH  Next Gen I (5th-6th): Upstairs, Upper Room 

  Next Gen II (7th-8th): Upstairs, Youth Room 

  Next Gen III (9th-12th): Family Ministry 

  Office  

For more information, contact Pastor Tom, tom@shephills.org 

or Leah Jarvis, leah@shephills.org.  

 

SUNDAY BREAKFAST  
9:00 -10:30 a.m. 

Ease into your Sunday with breakfast starting at 9:00 a.m. 

Breakfast is provided each Sunday by Food for Fellowship 

Team. Contact Sara Dawson, sarad@aussys.com 
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Sunday, SEPTEMBER 24, 2017  

Fore or Forty!  

12:45 p.m. 

This all church golf outing at Flintrock Falls will be a 

wonderful way of celebrating 40 years of mission and 

ministry at Shepherd of the Hills. Sign up now by 

contacting Jerry Schmeil, jerryschmeil@gmail.com or 512-

261 -3404  

 

Sunday, OCTOBER 1 , 2017  

Rick Stevesô ñLuther and the Reformationò 

4:00-6:00pm 

Come to the Fellowship Hall for a fellowship and learning 

event. We will have some popcorn and snacks and watch 

Rick Stevesõ òLuther and the Reformationó. Rick is an 

ELCA member in Seattle and made this hour-long video 

especially for our church on the 500th anniversary of the 

Reformation. Mark your calendars!  

 

Sunday, OCTOBER 8, 2017  

UT Lutheran Campus Ministry (Lumin)  

Time to be announced 

Pastor Brad Fuerst of Lumin, along with some students, 

will be here at ShepHills to update us on their ministry.  

 

Sunday, OCTOBER 15, 2017  

Estate Planning  

12:00 p.m. Fellowship Hall  

Join us for a lunch meeting with Board Certified Estate 

Planning Attorney, Brad Wiewel, Mr. Wiewel will speak to 

the congregation about including a donation to the 

Endowment Board in their individual estate planning.   

 

Sunday, OCTOBER 22, 2017  

All Church Serve with One Worship  

10:00 a.m. 

This will be a great Worship Festival of Serving! This year 

we will serve AS PART OF our worship service and 

assemble kits to help families get re-established in the 

aftermath of Hurricane Harvey. We also need your help 

before All Church Serve collecting items for the kits! A list 

of needed items can be found on www.shephills.org and 

should be left in the designated bin in the Narthex by 

Sunday, October 15. 

 

Sunday, OCTOBER 29, 2017  

500 Years...Festival of the Reformation  

8:15 a.m. | 10:45 a.m. | 12:00 p.m. Potluck  

What a celebration! Enjoy the Celebration of Worship at 

either service, and make sure to join us for a good old 

fashioned Lutheran Potluck, complete with coffee and 

green jello, games, activities and fellowship.  

 

Sunday, NOVEMBER 19, 2017  

Annual Meeting -Part I  

12:00 p.m. with lunch following the late service  

This is a congregation wide meeting, and all are asked to 

attend. Nursery will be provided. 

There will be a presentation by the architects on the 

Campus Renewal Project followed by a vote to proceed to 

construction and to engage in construction/permanent 

financing. We will also review the Planned Vision budget 

for 2018.  

The final ratification of the Vision Budget comes in Part II 

of the Annual Meeting in January. 

  

 

 

 

Living in

òConnection is why weõre here. Itõs what gives purpose and meaning to our lives. This is what itõs all about.ó  

 ~Brene Brown 


