The actual ‘Great’ Conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn taken by Bril Flint on 12-20-2020
“The Christmas Star”

God Gathers Us
Gathering Music

Gavotte

Handel

Welcome/Life in Community
Special Music #641 vs 1 & 4 All Are Welcome
1 Let us build a house where love can dwell
and all can safely live,
a place where saints and children tell
how hearts learn to forgive.
Built of hopes and dreams and visions,
rock of faith and vault of grace;
here the love of Christ shall end divisions:
Refrain
All are welcome, all are welcome,
all are welcome in this place.
4 Let us build a house where hands will reach
beyond the wood and stone
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach,
and live the Word they've known.
Here the outcast and the stranger
bear the image of God's face;
let us bring an end to fear and danger: Refrain
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God Speaks to Us

Time of Honesty
Pastor:

We come before God with open hearts,
Hearts that are repentant and seek God’s forgiveness.
(Silence for reflection)
O God, forgive us when we stubbornly refuse to change our ways,
When we follow selfish desires,
When we turn a blind eye to those in need,
When we pretend we can’t hear your voice calling out to us.

All:

Forgive us when we forget that your ways are not our ways,
And that your way and your truth is our saving grace.

Pastor:

Lord Jesus, forgive us when we are reluctant disciples, and renew
our desire to follow you even if, like those first disciples, it means
having the direction of our lives completely changed.

All:

Forgive us when we forget that we do not have to do everything in
our own power when challenged to take risks of faith.

Pastor:

Receive the forgiveness of God in Jesus Christ +
Given for us and in spite of us.
May our hearts be changed.
May we follow God’s call.

All:

Amen.

portions adapted from Moira Laidlaw, Liturgies Online

Special Music #801 2x

Change My Heart, O God

Change my heart, O God;
make it ever true.
Change my heart,
O God;
may I be like you.

You are the potter;
Change my heart, O God;
I am the clay.
make it ever true.
Mold me and make
Change my heart,
me;
O God;
this is what I pray.
may I be like you.
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Prayer of the Day
Scripture Reading…Jonah 3:1-5, 10 (NRSV)
Read by: 5:30 Carole Morgan, 8:15 Joel Timmons

The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, “Get up, go to Nineveh,
that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” So Jonah set out and
went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an
exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. Jonah began to go into the city,
going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be
overthrown!” 5 And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast,
and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth.
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When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God
changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them;
and he did not do it.
Leader: The Word of the Lord.

Special Music #814 2x

All: Thanks be to God.

Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am

Take, oh, take me as I am;
summon out what I shall be;
set your seal upon my heart
and live in me.
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Gospel Reading…Mark 1:14-20 (NRSV)
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of
God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near;
repent, and believe in the good news.”
As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew
casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them,
“Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” And immediately they left their
nets and followed him. As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and
his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20 Immediately he called
them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and
followed him.
Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
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Special Music #814 2x

Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am

Take, oh, take me as I am;
summon out what I shall be;
set your seal upon my heart
and live in me.
CCLI 2973689

Message

Connect– Discovering God’s Calling
Pr. Lauren Dow Wegner

Special Music #720 vs 1 - 3

We Are Called

1 Come! Live in the light!
Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord!
We are called to be light for the kingdom,
to live in the freedom of the city of God.
Refrain
We are called to act with justice,
we are called to love tenderly;
we are called to serve one another,
to walk humbly with God.
2 Come! Open your heart!
Show your mercy to all those in fear!
We are called to be hope for the hopeless
so hatred and blindness will be no more. Refrain

3 Sing! Sing a new song!
Sing of that great day when all will be one!
God will reign, and we'll walk with each other
as sisters and brothers united in love. Refrain
CCLI 2973689
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God Feeds Us

Statement of Faith
This We Believe
(inspired by Mark 1:14-20)
I believe in an innovative God,
who does not wait for us to find ourselves
but reminds us that we are “fearfully and wonderfully made”
and God comes calling us into a new way.
I believe in Jesus of Nazareth as God’s crucial plan,
that when he calls us to follow, Christ also gives us the power
to become, both in words and actions, the incarnation of the living God.
I believe in the Spirit by whom Jesus still comes as our advocate,
comforter, and encourager calling us to follow him into an obedience
which is true freedom and to a humble service which is the fruit of a sacred
relationship..
I believe in the mission of the church as the fellowship of Christ’s people,
called to respect and support one another through joys and tribulations
as we travel the road towards the “promised land” of God’s future.
Because Jesus has called me. Because Jesus has called us
Let us take up the cross and follow.
Amen.

Prayers of the Community Led by: 5:30 Larry Morgan, 8:15 Joel Timmons
Sharing of the Peace (Virtual Greeting)
Thank Offering
To give, go to shephills.org and click on Give Here or
By mail, send to 3525 Bee Cave Rd, Austin, TX 78746
Scan QR Code to Give now
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Breaking of Bread

Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day
our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

Communion Invitation
As we celebrate this sacrament, all are invited to receive the Risen presence of Jesus.

Bread/cracker “The Body of Christ given for you.”
Wine/juice “The Blood of Christ shed for you.”

Communion Blessing/Prayer
Communion Music 5:30 Bells

Le Pin Arr. Anne Krentz Organ
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God Sends Us
Benediction
Special Music #809 vs 1 - 3

Send Me, Lord

[A leader sings the words in parentheses]
1 (Send me, Lord.)
Send me, Jesus, send me, Jesus,
send me, Jesus, send me, Lord.
2 (Lead me, Lord.)
Lead me, Jesus, lead me, Jesus,
lead me, Jesus, lead me, Lord.
3 (Fill me, Lord.)
Fill me, Jesus, fill me, Jesus,
fill me, Jesus, fill me, Lord.
CCLI 2973689

Commissioning
Pastor:

All:

Called and sent, let us go forth, not to make a difference in the
world but to claim the power of the Spirit and make this world
different by loving and serving the Lord.
Thanks be to God and WE WILL!

Postlude

Please pray for Bob Moore, Julie Shank, Kristen Murray, Olivia Nutter,
Emma Sather and Walter Buell
Please pray for Mekenna Schmidt, granddaughter of Milt and Sandy Nielsen
Please pray for Ruby Cadenhead and family on the death of her sister,
Dottie Nesby
Please pray for Flora Lado and family on the death of her son, Wani Dogale
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Please pray for friends of Shepherd members: Ellsworth and Mildred Tonn,
Jean Bessent, and Melvin Sanders
We pray for all those affected by COVID-19, and for all those in the medical field
caring for the sick. We give God thanks for vaccine development, which brings us
all hope for our future health and well-being. We continue to pray for a cure and
for an end to the spread of this disease.
Please pray for our global ministries: Rev. Karen Castillo in Guatemala; Iglesia
Luterana Augustina Virgen del Rosario, Aurora 8 de Octubre, Guatemala;
Malcolm and Joy Henderson and the ministry of CHARIS in Haiti
Please pray for our local ministries: Mariposa Family Learning Center, Bread For All
and Upbring
Please pray for our faith community, that we may be a church without walls and
live out loud...faithfully!
A Prayer for our Nation.
Gracious God, you have promised to make all things new:
restore peace where there has been hatred,
reduce tension where there has been anger,
rekindle friendship where there has been enmity,
relieve suffering where there has been violence
and recreate a united nation;
for the good of the people
and for the peace of the world.
In Christ's name. Amen
Pastors
Preaching Pastor
Director of Worship/Arts
Altar Flowers

AV
Flute
Vocalist
Hosts

Pr. Tom Grevlos, Pr. Lauren Dow Wegner
Pr. Lauren Dow Wegner
Kevin McClure
Given by Bobby and Margaret McQuiston, on
the occasion of our 51st anniversary, we
extend our gratitude to family and friends,
the Pastors and staff of SOTH.
5:30 Walt Gomes, James Enochs
8:15 Pete Forsberg, James Enochs
Lauren Dow Wegner
8:15 Judy Haugen
5:30 John and Melissa Robertson
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8:15 Judy & Bob Haugen, Rick Burnight
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