November 20, 2022

“Dear God, Thank You”

GATHERING MUSIC
CALL TO WORSHIP...Psalm 150
Leader:

Praise the Lord!
Praise God in his sanctuary;
praise him in his mighty firmament!
Praise him for his mighty deeds;
praise him according to his surpassing
greatness!

Praise him with trumpet sound;
praise him with lute and harp!
Praise him with tambourine and dance;
praise him with strings and pipe!
Praise him with clanging cymbals;
praise him with loud clashing cymbals!
Let everything that breathes praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord!

WELCOME/LIFE IN COMMUNITY
Thanksgiving Eve and Advent Begins

FAMILY PRAYER
OPENING HYMN #689 vv 1-2 & 4 Praise and Thanksgiving
BLESSING OF THE MEAL
FAMILY MEETING
•
•
•
•
•

Call to Order
Election of Council Members
Thanksgiving For departing Council Members
Business Items
Close Congregational Meeting

HOLY GOSPEL...Luke 15:1-10 The Message
By this time a lot of men and women of doubtful reputation were
hanging around Jesus, listening intently. The Pharisees and religion
scholars were not pleased, not at all pleased. They growled, “He takes
in sinners and eats meals with them, treating them like old friends.”

Their grumbling triggered this story. “Suppose one of you had a
hundred sheep and lost one. Wouldn’t you leave the ninety-nine in
the wilderness and go after the lost one until you found it? When
found, you can be sure you would put it across your shoulders,
rejoicing,
and when you got home call in your friends and neighbors, saying,
‘Celebrate with me! I’ve found my lost sheep!’ Count on it—there’s
more joy in heaven over one sinner’s rescued life than over ninetynine good people in no need of rescue.
“Or imagine a woman who has ten coins and loses one. Won’t she
light a lamp and scour the house, looking in every nook and cranny
until she finds it? And when she finds it you can be sure she’ll call her
friends and neighbors: ‘Celebrate with me! I found my lost coin!’
Count on it—that’s the kind of party God’s angels throw every time
one lost soul turns to God.”
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
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REFLECTION Pr. Lauren Dow Wegner With Joy and Thanks-Giving
Table Conversation

PLEDGES/COMMITMENTS
Place pledges/commitments in basket on table.

SPECIAL MUSIC Choir For the Beauty of the Earth
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day
our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
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COMMUNION INVITATION
As we celebrate this sacrament, all are invited to receive the Risen
presence of Jesus.
God is really present—in bread and wine—forgiving sins and promising
new life.
Bread/wafer— “The body of Christ given for you”;
Wine/Grape Juice— “The blood of Christ shed for you.”

POST - COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER
TIME OF CELEBRATION “What are you thankful for?”
BENEDICTION
COMMISSIONING HYMN #694

Sing to the Lord of Harvest

COMMISSIONING
Leader:

All:

We are the lost and found! As Christ has found us and saved
us, so we live in joy and thanks-giving for this great gift.
We go in peace to love and serve the Lord, living and giving
in abundance!
Thanks be to God…and We Will!

Postlude
PRAYERS
We pray for Rodney Varner, Shirley Murray, Marc Wissman,
and Curtis Johnson.
We pray for family and friends of Shepherd members:
Sophie Ahumada, granddaughter of Nader and Debra Ayoub
Adryana Aldeen, Director of Advancement at Mariposa
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We pray for the people of Ukraine caught in the middle of war and
violence. Our hearts break when women and children are displaced
and families torn apart by the evil actions of others. May you break
open hearts so that swords may be beat into plowshares, spears into
pruning hooks.
We pray for our global ministry partners: Rev. Karen Castillo in
Guatemala; Iglesia Luterana Augustina Virgen del Rosario, Aurora 8 de
Octubre, Guatemala. We pray for Malcolm and Joy Henderson and
the ministry of CHARIS in Haiti.
We pray for our local ministries: Mariposa Family Learning Center,
Bread For All and Upbring Ministries.
We pray that our faith community make a saintly difference that we
may behold and courageous in our generosity. May the pledges we
make be a sign of our gratitude and love. May we say Thank You with
humble hearts and renewed commitment to being a beacon of hope
in the world!
We pray for our faith community, that we may be a church without
walls and live out loud...faithfully!
*Prayers for family and friends are listed for 2 weeks,
unless we are notified otherwise.
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WORSHIP TEAM
Pastors
Pr. Tom Grevlos, Pr. Lauren Dow Wegner
Director of Worship/Arts Kevin McClure
Flute
Kristina Bishop
Oboe
Lila Bishop
Assisting Minister Mark Tate
AV Bill Dawson, Dave Wegner and Pete Forsberg
Bread Kitt Richter
Flowers Given by Cecilia Neuhaus Deaton,
“In loving Memory of Russell W. Neuhaus.”
Hosts Terrie Thomas, Rick Burnight and Virginia Bosman
Tellers Rick Burnight and Virginia Bosman
Admin Ministry Coordinator
Amanda Forsberg
Campus Operations
Dave Wegner
Creative Media
Dabney Gomes
Student Ministry Coordinator Joel Timmons
Executive Director
Bill Dawson
Finance Controller
Kevin Marlow

Have a Blessed Week!
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran
3525 Bee Caves Rd, Austin TX
+1 512-327-3370
www.shephills.org
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