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Charis Family, 

Haiti is currently "dangling over an abyss." Those are the words of UN human rights chief Volker Turk in 

his address to the United Nations security council on May 3rd, 2023. I have written to you all, in 

newsletters, about the current state of Haiti in reference to the danger, gangs, and overall state of anarchy 

that currently exists there. In the official reports published by the United Nations Integrated Office in Haiti, 

it was revealed that 1,674 homicides, rapes, kidnappings, and lynchings were reported in only the first 

quarter of 2023. That number is up from 692 such incidents in the same period last year. If these numbers 

weren't bad enough, additional catastrophes have worsened the situation for Haiti to bring the situation to 

even greater degrees of desperation. 

Over 13,000 Haitians displaced by tropical storm 

First, a severe tropical storm struck Haiti on June 2nd and 3rd as rain fell continuously for 48 hours. The 

storm affected 8 out of the 10 departments in Haiti-including ours-and resulted in life threatening flash 

floods, rockslides, and landslides. The damage that these kinds of storms mete out to a country like Haiti­

that has virtually no infrastructure in place-is devastating on a scale that most of us can't even imagine. 

Per official reports, the storm displaced 13,390 people, flooded 1,219 homes, entirely destroyed 160 

homes, washed away roads, and killed many animals and people. We have been in continuous contact 

with our brothers and sisters in Haiti, and our leaders-to the extent of their current knowledge-have 

informed us that seven people (that include small children) have died in Marigot, one person in Peredo, 

and another one in Grand Riviere. These tragic deaths were secondary to drowning or sustaining fatal 

head trauma after falling in the fast-moving water. Three of the individuals who died we knew personally, 

and we are currently grieving with their families and holding them up in prayer. 

Cholera outbreak and 4.9 earthquake 

Secondly, there is currently a cholera epidemic occurring in Haiti. For those who don't know, cholera is an 

infectious bacterial disease of the small intestine that is most commonly contracted through infected water 

sources. Cholera causes severe diarrhea that can reach volumes of over one liter per hour. The diarrhea 

is aggressive, voluminous, and frequent causing severe dehydration leading to shock and death within 
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