PRAYERS ON THE

EVE OF AN ELECTION

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran
November 4, 2024 7:00 PM

GATHERING MusiIc

WELCOME
OPENING SONG Open Our Eyes, Lord
READING Psalm 46

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in
trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should
change, though the mountains shake in the heart of the
sea; though its waters roar and foam, though the
mountains tremble with its tumult.

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High. God is in the midst of
the city; it shall not be moved; God will help it when the
morning dawns. The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms
totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts. The Lord of hosts
is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.

Come, behold the works of the Lord; see what desolations
he has brought on the earth. He makes wars cease to the
end of the earth; he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear;
he burns the shields with fire. “Be still, and know that | am
God! I am exalted among the nations, | am exalted in the
earth.” The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our
refuge.

SONG Be Still and Know



READING Micah 6:8
He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the
Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?

GOsSPEL READING Luke 6:27-36
[Jesus said,] “But | say to you that listen, Love your
enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who
curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes
you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone
who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt.
Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes
away your goods, do not ask for them again. Do to others as
you would have them do to you.

“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you?
For even sinners love those who love them. If you do good
to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For
even sinners do the same. If you lend to those from whom
you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners
lend to sinners, to receive as much again.

But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting
nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be
children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful
and the wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is
merciful.”

SONG Though the Earth Should Change

RESPONSIVE PRAYER
Pastor: Everlasting God, source of all liberty, before whom
every earthly ruler must bow and bend the knee, we lay our
nation before you as we prepare for an election.
All: Breathe upon us your Spirit of wisdom and
discernment. Grant all who seek public office the mind
of Christ, who came not to be served but to serve, and to
give his life for the freedom of the oppressed.



Pastor: Hold before us those who face uncertain futures, or
who have no voice in our political process. Uphold and
safeguard poll workers and election officials in their work.
Spare us from the crushing weight of cynicism.

All: Give us grace to speak courageously, but with love,
without which our words are noise and we are nothing.
Pastor: Gather us together under the cross, where, in all of
our difference, we can stand as one people, redeemed in
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

All: Amen.

CANDLE LIGHTING
All are invited forward to light a candle in prayer — prayers
for hope, peace, safety, understanding, and whatever
else is on your heart.

SONG O Lord, Hear My Prayer

READING Romans 8:35-39
Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship,
or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or
peril, or sword? As it is written, “For your sake we are being
killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be
slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more than
conquerors through him who loved us. For | am convinced
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

SONG Let My Prayer Rise Up



SENDING
Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold on to
what is good; return no one evil for evil; strengthen the
fainthearted; support the weak, and help the suffering;
honor all people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the
power of the Holy Spirit.

Beloved in the Lord, God has shown you what is good. What
does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?

WORSHIP STAFF

Senior Pastor Rev. Lauren Dow Wegner
Associate Pastor Rev. Ryan Dockery
Director of Music  Kevin McClure

Sound &Video Dave Wegner
Pete Forsberg
Vince Yokubaitis
Will Coulson

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran
3525 Bee Caves Rd, Austin TX

www.shephills.org




